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with trusted community partners, and
implementing culturally, linguistically
appropriate strategies.

During National Minority Health
Month we must promote vaccine equity
to the benefit of all Americans.

———

INFRASTRUCTURE BILL

(Mr. BAIRD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, today 1
rise for the concerns over the Presi-
dent’s $2 trillion infrastructure plan.
One concern is the steep price tag, but
my bigger concern is what the adminis-
tration is trying to classify as infra-
structure.

We are to the point of changing the
definition of what that is. We are
throwing everything in except the
kitchen sink and the kitchen table and
calling it infrastructure. I think that is
irrational and I think that is irrespon-
sible.

How can you call this an infrastruc-
ture bill when less than 6 percent of it
goes to roads and bridges, 5 percent
goes to broadband infrastructure, and
less than 2 percent goes to the water-
ways, locks, dams, ports, and airports?

Less than 2 percent of our waterways
and ports is unacceptable. This type of
infrastructure is critical for Hoosiers
in transporting our manufactured and
agriculture exports to the global mar-
ket.

If we are going to ask the American
taxpayers to make these critical and
substantial investments, it is our duty
to make sure our dollars are spent
wisely and efficiently on true infra-
structure.

————
GREEN NEW DEAL FOR AMERICA

(Ms. JACOBS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACOBS of California. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to call for a
Green New Deal for America.

As one of the youngest members of
this body, I am proud to represent a
generation that is taking on climate
change with the urgency that it de-
serves.

The Green New Deal is a call to ac-
tion and a Dblueprint for positive
change. It is about choosing justice and
progress over scarcity and inequality.
It is about choosing to have a plan in-
stead of waiting for a miracle.

San Diegans are all too familiar with
how devastating unchecked climate
change has been for our community,
and those who can least afford it have
paid the highest price.

This plan is to mobilize and rebuild
our economy around clean energy, em-
powered workers, and good jobs.

Madam Speaker, my generation
knows that we can’t take small steps
to solve big problems. We have to think
differently and reimagine a better fu-
ture.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO GERALD
CLARK

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to my good
friend, Gerald Clark, a true American
hero from my district who passed away
on April 19.

Gerald dedicated his life to helping
his fellow veterans and their families
and patriotically served his country
during World War II.

Gerald viewed his time with the U.S.
Army as an adventure. He fought with
the 75th Infantry Division at the Battle
of the Bulge and lost his leg defending
our country fighting the Nazis.

He was awarded a Purple Heart for
his service and sacrifice. He was honor-
ably discharged after being hospital-
ized over a year. Then he returned to
Tennessee; married his wife, Bea;
raised five children; and continued to
serve his community.

For decades, Gerald held member-

ships in the American Legion,
AMVETS, Disabled American Vet-
erans, Military Order of the Purple

Heart, and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, in the belief that his support lent
strength to the voice of each organiza-
tion.

Gerald was also a leading advocate
for opening a Tennessee State Vet-
erans’ Home in Knox County. Thanks
to his efforts, Ben Atchley Tennessee
State Veterans’ Home opened in 2006,
and my father actually passed away in
that veterans’ home, so I hold it very
close to my heart, Madam Speaker.

It is my honor to salute Gerald Clark
one final time here on the House floor.
He will be greatly missed.

——
COVID-19 TASK FORCE AND CIT-
IZEN CORPS OF DELAWARE
COUNTY

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the incredible
staff of the Delaware County COVID-19
task force, led by Rosemarie Halt, for
their amazing work, along with the
thousands of volunteers from the DelCo
Medical Reserve Corps and the DelCo
Citizen Corps who have created and im-
plemented new systems to test, feed,
and vaccinate tens of thousands of peo-
ple in our community.

These folks have been working day
and night to help guide the residents of
Delaware County through the chal-
lenges of a once-in-a-century pan-
demic. In an ever-changing landscape,
they have distributed supplies, coordi-
nated communication, and are now
helping to ensure that everyone gets
vaccinated.

I am proud to honor them today dur-
ing National Volunteer Week to cele-

April 21, 2021

brate those working behind the scenes
to get us back to normal.

Rosemarie, her staff, and the DelCo
volunteers have been critical to the re-
sponse and relief efforts in our district.
For over a year, it has been all hands
on deck, and we cannot thank them
enough for their service.

CONGRATULATING TONY SCHMITZ
ON HIS ACCEPTANCE TO WEST
POINT

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize a
young man in Iowa’s Second Congres-
sional District with an incredibly
bright future.

On June 28, Pella High School senior
Tony Schmitz will enroll as a cadet at
the United States Military Academy in
West Point, New York.

Everyone knows just how tough it is
to get into West Point, with its 12 per-
cent acceptance rate, but getting in is
only the beginning. As a 24-year vet-
eran of the Army myself, I can speak
firsthand of the challenging, fulfilling,
and exciting journey Tony is about to
begin.

As the school year starts to wind
down, I also want to remind all rising
seniors in the Second District to reach
out to my office if you have an interest
in applying to any or attending one of
our four amazing service academies.

Once again, congratulations to Tony,
and always remember: Go Army, beat
Navy.

———

WISHING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
RETIRED SAM MULRAIN A
HAPPY 104TH BIRTHDAY

(Ms. MACE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to wish a very happy birthday to a
South Carolina hero, a community
leader and someone who just yesterday
turned 104 years young, Lieutenant
Colonel Retired Sam Mulrain.

Lieutenant Colonel Mulrain has done
so much in his life and I am proud to
recognize him today, and I am grateful
for all of his accomplishments. His leg-
acy is inspirational to our Nation and
the Lowcountry. We owe Lieutenant
Colonel Mulrain so much for his con-
tributions, both in military service and
in his humanitarian efforts.

He was part of the Greatest Genera-
tion, storming the beaches of Nor-
mandy where he was wounded and re-
ceived the Purple Heart. He played
baseball with Hall of Famer Phil ‘“The
Scooter’ Rizzuto.

In and around Hilton Head, the com-
munity knows him for his tireless dedi-
cation to public service.

Today, we in Congress, wish Sam a
very happy birthday.
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